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LMCs raise concerns  
over COVID-19 vaccination  
cash flow issues
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•	Department of Health criticised  

for failing to provide free Vitamin D  
through pharmacies
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unpaid business rates

•	New round of SEISS funding opens  
for self-employed healthcare  
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Welcome to our latest Focus on Healthcare

Welcome to the latest edition of our Healthcare Bulletin, designed to keep you up to date with the very latest developments 
in the healthcare sector.

For more information on any of the issues covered in this newsletter, please contact David Belbin or Neil Windley for 
matters relating to doctors, dentists and opticians, or care homes.

LMCs raise concerns over COVID-19 
vaccination cash flow issues
The cost of delivering the COVID-19 vaccination programme in 
the community could result in financial issues for GP practices, 
according to some local medical committees (LMCs).

Concerns are being raised over the financial resources being 
made available to practices with some fearing the additional 
resources promises will be insufficient.

A number of LMCs believe there will be ‘significant cashflow 
concerns’ as some practices will not receive their first round  
of funding until the end of January.

Despite GP practices being paid £12.58 per dose of vaccine 
administered, they will only receive the total cost of £25.16 per 
patient when the second and final dose is provided.

Although the Government has pledged an additional £20million 
in funding to help with the cost of delivering the vaccination 
programme, it is understood this money will be used to pay 
for hiring premises where suitable local NHS facilities are 
insufficient.

Kent LMC warned that the new Enhanced Services contract, 
which the Government has urged GP practices to sign up to, had 
a number of underlying potential financial difficulties. In particular, 
It highlighted the fact that GP practices needed to guarantee 
quality broadband and organise security at designated sites, 
which they warned ‘could prove expensive’.

It also pointed out that practices would be jointly liable for the 
programme and the stock of the vaccine, including any financial 
liability or costs incurred. 

A spokesperson for the LMC warned: “Let us be clear, no one 
will make a profit from the COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
We firmly believe our practices should not make a loss and will 
continue conversations with the CCG.”

NHS England confirmed that it was aware of cashflow 
implications for the period between the start of the vaccination 
campaign and the first payment, but offered reassurance,  
saying that it will ‘take action to ensure appropriate cash flow  
to practices’.



Businesses face legal action over unpaid 
business rates
Local authorities have begun to take legal action against 
businesses, including struggling dental practices that have 
failed to pay their business rates bills.

A new report from property consultancy Colliers has shown that 
an increasing number of businesses have begun to receive letters 
demanding payment and/or a court summons.

In response, many business owners have started to appeal their 
business rates assessments on the grounds of a Material Change 
of Circumstance (MCC) to their business operations as a result of 
the Coronavirus crisis. 

Data shows that around 183,000 businesses began the appeal 
process in the six months between 1 April and 30 September 2020. 
That is equivalent to 1,000 appeals per day.

John Webber, Head of Business Rates at Colliers, said: “It is ironic 
that the Government is preventing private landlords from taking 
recovery action against tenants not paying rent, while at the same 
time turning a blind eye to billing authorities acting on recovery 
action as if COVID-19 didn’t exist!”

Although businesses operating in the retail and leisure sectors 
were granted a business rates holiday during lockdown, office 

occupiers and some other businesses have not been given the 
same support.

John Webber added: “We appealed to the Government to introduce 
a business rates holiday for the period of lockdown and to introduce 
some reliefs for the disruption to businesses seen since. 

“In the meantime, we have been negotiating on our client’s behalf 
with local billing authorities requesting them to show leniency to 
businesses that are struggling to pay their bills. We are finding that 
attitudes vary greatly depending on where businesses are based 
and the attitudes of the individual billing authority.

“There is a total lack of consistency - some clients for example 
with properties across boundaries find they are granted reliefs for 
some of their properties by certain local billing authorities but not 
from others.

“And recently there has certainly been a step-up of enforcement 
activity via the courts. We believe we’ll see more court summonses 
and enforcements as we go forward.”

For business support specific to the healthcare sector including 
help with documentation to support MCC appeals, please get in 
touch with our expert team.

Department of Health criticised for failing to 
provide free Vitamin D through pharmacies
Independent pharmacy contractors and the Association  
of Independent Multiple Pharmacies claim that the 
Department of Health’s free vitamin D scheme could  
have been handled better.

They have warned that the scheme in its current form could result 
in financial losses for contractors and that a pharmacy-run scheme 
would have been a better option.

In November, the Department of Health announced that a free four 
month supply of vitamin D would be provided to around 2.7million 
clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV) individuals, including care 
home residents.

Although the free supplies of vitamin D will not be distributed 
through pharmacies, a spokesperson for the Department of Health 
confirmed that pharmacy contractors could apply through the 
procurement process.

Leyla Hannbeck, CEO of the Association of Independent Multiple 
Pharmacies, told industry publication Chemist and Druggist: 
“While we welcome the Government’s move to highlight the 

benefits of vitamin D to the public, particularly during these 
unprecedented times, we would have liked to see a scheme 
through community pharmacy, using the skillsets of pharmacy 
teams to supply vitamin D at the same time as providing 
professional advice and support about it.”

Keep up to date with the latest news affecting pharmacies, dentists 
and healthcare professionals – sign up to our blogs and follow us 
on Twitter.
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New round of SEISS funding opens for  
self-employed healthcare professionals
The third round of the Self-Employment Income Support 
Scheme (SEISS) is now open but with tighter eligibility  
criteria than the previous two rounds of the scheme.

The third grant is worth 80 per cent of a self-employed individual’s 
usual trading profits over three months, capped at £7,500 in total 
and paid in a single instalment.

As with the previous rounds, the third round of the scheme is open 
both to self-employed individuals who can continue trading and 
those who cannot.

Applicants must have traded in 2018-19 and submitted a Self-
Assessment tax return by 23 April 2020, have traded in 2019-20 
and intend to continue to trade in future.

However, unlike previous rounds, the third round of the scheme 
is only open to those who “reasonably believe” they will have a 
“significant” reduction in profits caused by reduced demand or 
being unable to trade as a consequence of Coronavirus between 
1 November 2020 and 29 January 2021. Previous rounds of the 
scheme only required individuals to self-certify that they had been 
“adversely affected” by the pandemic.

The new requirements mean self-employed individuals affected 
by increased costs as a consequence of Coronavirus will only be 
eligible for the third round of the SEISS if they have also experienced 
a reduction in trade or have been unable to trade. This condition 
applies even if they were eligible for previous rounds.

HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC) has not provided a precise 
definition of what constitutes a “significant” reduction in trading 
profits, saying that self-employed individuals will need to consider 
their individual and wider circumstances in deciding this.

Likewise, HMRC provides little elaboration as to what constitutes 
a “reasonable belief”. However, it does say that applicants must 
keep evidence showing how their trading has been impacted by 
Coronavirus.

Guidance from HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC) provides 
examples of circumstances in which an individual could be 
affected by reduced demand:

• Have fewer customers or clients than you’d normally expect, 
resulting in reduced activity due to social distancing or 
government restrictions;

• Have one or more contracts that have been cancelled and  
not replaced;

• Carried out less work due to supply chain disruptions.

The HMRC guidance also gives examples of circumstances in 
which an individual could consider themselves to have been 
previously trading but temporarily unable to do so:

• Your business has had to close due to Government restrictions;

• You’ve been instructed to shield or self-isolate in-line with NHS 
guidelines and are unable to work from home (if you’ve been 
abroad and have to self-isolate, this does not count);

• You’ve tested positive for Coronavirus and are unable to work;

• You cannot work due to parental caring responsibilities, for 
example as a result of school or childcare facility closures.

The guidance goes on to give a range of hypothetical examples of 
these circumstances, which suggest that self-employed individuals 
will only be eligible if they reasonably expect a reduction in profits 
resulting from Coronavirus causing a reduction in trade or preventing 
them from trading.

Applications for the scheme close on 29 January 2021 through 
HMRC’s online portal.

If you are struggling with your SEIS application, please get in 
touch with the team at CHC.


